SLAVS IN THE FRONT RANK

A PROBABLE BATILEFIELD
1IN O4ASE OF HOSTILITIES.
THE MOST DANGEROUS ELEMENT IN

THE COAL REGION—THE BRAVE MEN

WHQ WILL OPPOSE [P,

SHENXANDOAH, Penn., Feb., 12.—If the
fuiners’ strike culminate in hostilities between
the strikers and the authorities thia burg will
probably ba seleetsd as the prineipal battlefield,
It is the ehtef ¢oal town in the Schuylkii
tficlds, aml the most popeleus ecommunity in i6
with tite excoption of the county seat, Faottsville,
That it is not a city iuvstead of a borough is not
the fault of some ol 1ts most encrgetie and
progressive residents.  Years ago they appealed
tutheState Legislature for the right to substitnte
a Mayor fora Bargess, but as the Legislature
nuderstgod that the changa would ensail a good
Acal of expeonse, and as it did not feel certain
that Shenandoah would not weet the fale of a
pood muny other coal towns—a sudden termina-
tion of existenes owing to a luck ot anthracite—
it vory properly refused to give its copsent to
the measure. Shonaondoali i3 still in existence,
and showas no sigus of decay in spite of prophe-
cles made 20 years ago tnat it had not then
mors thas 10 or 15 years of profitable life ahead
of it,

A typical cosal town it can harily ba said to
be, for there is nothing like 1t in any of the coal
telds, Until the great tire of 1383 it jooked a3
if tho3e wha said it had come 1o stay wers mis-
taken., It leoked as if it had been built in g dos-
perate huery and for temporary purposes, and
in wmaay respscis bore a striking resemblance to
¢ newsbore gold-mining town in Novada., A
brick building was sauch a rarity that the owner
of such a structure was considered too wosithy
for the place or too lavish to long remain out of

baukruptey. ['rior to the fire of 1833, which
aleancd up more than half the town and nearly
all of its business establishments, thero weren's
more than five ot six brick buildings in tho
I::ce. Tha Hre wasu't an unwixed wisfortune;
it was rather a blessing, though possihly in un-
pleasanf guise. Tt taught properly owners that
It was ehieaper in the end to build of brick in-
stead of wooit, and it resulted inlowering the
rates of five insuranee to an extent that was
positively sickeuine to insurance brokers. 1
save the town an appearance of solidity, and,
comaparatively, raiscd the prices of real estate to
aporipous figures. ‘The population, too, mcreasetl
and is now about 12,000, The tirst Luilding was
erected in 161 by i party ol surveyors, at the
hoad of whiom was %\, Sheafer, now aune of
the richiest wen in the region aud an engineer
of sote rveputation, This™ lirtle buiiding was
gradually snlavged until its proporiions were
mure extensive than handsowme., [t stood
the intersection of the two brincipal thorough-
fares, and in it criginated the fire that changed
Shenandoah froty @ oollection of wootden shan-
ties to a very:lecent aud solld lauking town.

1t has teo many wooden shanties yet, how-
ever, most of thom on the outskirts of tite bor-
ough, and hi the wost liwmsy sud didapiaated of
these live tho Polish and Hunsarian population,
Blavs can be fouind in every cowl town now, but
the tirat of the invaders obtained a foothold
herc. IHad they not been accustomed to treat-
ment of tho vilest sort they would never have
remained here. They weie sfoued and Licked
aud starved, hut ail tu no puarpose. They had
heen stoned, kicked, and starved in their nalive
land, They wmay have believed thit such

wis always to be their lot; their wman-
per indicated as  wuel.  dliey  did  vot
mwove  ou, They  bore all soris ol

ill trantment witnn composure, and il they ever
cotuplained it was in privite or in language that
toll nothimy to the oppressor. The pevaoverance
aud staying quality of the Siav had been under-
estimated. People woudered how they Jived,
They did not live it the Awert.ean sense of the
terin. In the sSlav sonse tbey lived spleudidly,
Fifty eents o week tv * grecunhorn” Pole o Hun-
garian meant food; HU cents a day meant coi-
fort. A dollar a day was wealth, They
e in teny,  in hundreds: they  be-
came a part of the place OCn the lowest of
wires they waxed fat and rich. They eluirbed
togather 1 all commiercial transgactious. They
hired framo shanties and fitted them up like the
steeraco of ocenn shing, Twenty of themn have
Leca known 1o sleqp in ons room—Iin bunks
built acalnst the walls,  One woman would coolks
for O wen. They noucht their provisions in
large quantitios and always of the lowsat grade.
Fish, ereen bicon, amnd bresd were theliy prinel-
pal uriicics of diet. G work they never tred.
‘hey would stand in water up (0 their waistd
frora 7 o'clock in the worning uutil 5 o'clock in
tite evening, using pick or shovel, for a dollar or
THhopr 50 cems o day. Paor iowd, miscrable
lodgings, killing work, expusure, uncleaniiness,
had apparently ro efiect upon their iron frames,
Ameried, in spite of alt these shortcomings, was
heaven to tuo Siavs, They said so; they Dbe-
lieved so.

Sober they were peaceful, drunk they were
wildl beasis, and with the sirengtl ol wild beasis,
They drank, «8 they lived, in concert, Iuvery
weddinge was celebrated with a debauch, and it
behooved thie peaceable citizens to give tho
Slavs who waere in their cups @ wido berth, As
an iustanee ol their disregard of law might Le
told an ineident that occurred seine years ago,
but is still treshin tioe minds of the particl-
pauts, wearly all of whom arg alive. ‘Theve
was o oa  wwiding  in he olishh  guarter.
The Poles tien lived in shantiex bailt on the
hillaide west  of Kelhley un  Coluery.
The buack deors of theso shanties opeucd on
siwall wooden platiorius. The latier werea sup-
vorted on piles. The distunce from the plat-
forms to the ground, o steep deelivity, ranged
frotw 10 to 20 feet. & fall frow onoe of theuwo
platiorms eant o drop and roil down hitl o 50
ject or move, Tho bhillside waz siudded with
Iwwps of *bouy” cuil, small and hrge rocks,
stuwps of trees, amd! cavernous holes. On
the neht of this particular weddings intelligenceo
was brought to the Chiei ot Police, Paddy O’Neil
—it waa during the reign of ihe Irish—that tho
Poles were murdering each other. O'Xeil gath-
ered his men—zix wmen, himself incelunded—and
maivhed to the seeno of battle, The police
smarcbed in through the front door of thy shanty
ig wuaich the wedding eelebration was in full
blast. fTostilities were at their height, and nien
aud wowen were fighting with & van and feroeity
that was siaply appalling. The bride amd her
mother-in-law were enzaged in single cowbat
in the centre of ghe floor. Tha groom was bhusily
engaued in devouring a competitor for the hand
of hig wife,

The appearance of tho Chief of Polico was
the sicpal for o sudden cesgation of hustilities,
T'hen beth sides joined forces and secmed to
&Wily the ouset of the police. These Laclics
wete chauged by the tichling mother in-law ot
ihie bride. Sho suddenly grabbed an iroun stove
ifter and rushed at the Chief. sSie whacked hiwm
over the head with the stove lifter with one
hand aud with the other grabhed the Chiler’s re-
volver, ‘This she fired oft, ainnpg tho muzzle at
the floor. ‘flhe report of the 48-calibre Colt's
revolver sounded, in the small roowm, like
that of a swmall caunon. Juwmping 1uto the air
the old ainazon shouted * Good noise, good
neise ! Quick as a tlash of lightning the Chief
was picked up by tlhree or four stalwart Slivs
and pitehed over the platformu. As hius officers
roliowed Liitn 1o tho house, one at a time, they
were treated in the smme way. At the foot of
tho hiil the pollce picked thomselves up just in
nwe to Licar tho vietorious shouts of the wedding
party, The Chief ordered his men to remaln
where they were until he refurned with rein-
forceidents. Duringe hig absence the wedding
party sgain atticked the tub of “ polak.” ‘The
latter appeurs to be the national drink of the
Slavs in Awerica, It is a corrosivo mixture. The
Erst requisite 18 a washtub, the sizo of which
depends upon the number of those who ¢hip 1,
Into thoe tab is poured from a galion to three
valious of alechol, of the cheapest kind., Watel,
wolises, and some spiees are added. Theu the
mass 18 s.drrod with a poker or any other nicnsil
that 13 handy and wilf answer thoe purpose and
tiie  polak” is ready. KFrom 10 to 20 drinuks of
“polak” will transform a peaceful and bumble
Slav iuto a raging wild beast, and when they ave
under the intluence of the mixture they arc uot
safe neighbors.

About half of the wedding pavty was fliors de
combul when the six police, reinforeed by us
wany more epecial police, oncoe wiore invaded
the shanty. Several Slavs had been beaten iuto
8 state of 1nseunsibiiity, wihile one had been near-
iy killied. ‘I'he poilce drevw their revaivers bhe-
fore entering the house, ‘They wight have saved
themselves the trouvle. The Blavi were so
inuch under the infiuence of * polak” that the
sight of the revolvers only iucited tihem to deeds
of valor. They threw thiewselves upon the po-
lice, and after a desperate battle, in which
the jpolice wused their revolver butts and
the Slivs used chairs, stove lids, and table
lers, thoe police, one by one, were again thrown
over the platiorm and rolied down the hill. The
wedding party was not molested further until
the followiog day, wien it was jammed into jail,
where it staid until it was sot free by a jury who
conld not bo induced 1¢ think that the whole
affuir wasn’t 2 joke of the most humorous Kind.

These are the people who will be placed in the
vitn if the sirvikevrs and the authorities come in
conflict. By **authbortties” no reference is mado
to it¢ municival officials,  The wmen who do the
fierhiting tor the Reading Cowpany and the coal
operators renorully are the Coal and Iron police;
all wsplendid hody of men they are; big wen,
vhyaicatly, armed to the teetb, slow to takoe of-
Ichse, but full of grit. When they form iniine aud
bring toeir Winchestera to a **bresent,’”’ there i
dauger in front. They will stand in such a posi-
tion for an hour—have done 1t—and never flinch
under o shower of stoues or coal and otlensive
spithets, and never reply by word or deea uutil
the word is given. Then a sheot of flame darts
from the wuzzles of the riffes and the roar of the
sy i3 drowned in the shrieks of rioters who
(:ﬁurteu the vengeancoe that finally overtook
themn.

There uiay be no such trouble here or else-
where in the coal region, but it the trouble
does cowmo 18 18 more lkely than not to
happoen here, 'I'he coilievies here—Kelhley Run,
Kohinoor, West Shenandoahb, Turkey Ruan,
Shenandoah City, and Indian Ridge—aro among
the wmost productivo and valuable jo the regiou,

and the Readiog Company feels nat-
urally anxious to see them in operation.
Time was when the B8lava would Ubave

beewn found face to race with the Engiish, Scotcl,

Irish, and Pennsylvania Dutch miners, but
since the advent of the Kpights of Labor the
Slava have berome ‘ brothers,” and it is possi-
ble will be 11sed by the other * brothers,” if the
strike leaders insist upon preventiug men who
are anxious to work, and who neod work as
they need foud, from entering the mines, |
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