SIXTEXNN BLOCKS BURNED.

OVER 250 FAMILIES MADE HOMELESS BY A
FIRE IN SHENAND®AH, PENN,

SHENA NDOAH, Penn,, Nov. 12.—A fire broke
out at noon to-day in the United States Hotel,
a large three-story frame structure, at Main
and Centre streets. The wind was blow-
ing ‘'a hurricane at the time and continued
during the afternoon. The building was soon en-

veloped in flames, which comimunieated to
the adjoining bulldings nerth of Centre-
street. The flames then spread to the block on
tue opposite side of the street, and at 3
o'clogk 16 street fronts were destroyed, in-
cluding the TUnitod States Hotel, Odd-fel-
lows' Hall, Academy of Musia, the FHerald offiee
row and opera-house, Mirning Herald and
raturday Irening news offices. Assistance was
received from Pottsville, Ashland, Girard-
ville,” Tamaqua, Mahanoy City, and other
places. Over ., 250 families are homeless,
havine lost everything. The  loss i8 variously es-
timated at trom $750.000 to $1.000.000. It
is impossible to give the amount of insuranee, but
it Is supposed to be large. Yew serious accidents
havnened. One young man, named George
Heuton, on his way home, attempted to jump on a
passing engine and had both legs taken oif. - He
will die. >

A special maeting of the Council and citizens was
held this evening when the following appesl to the
publie vvas drawn up:

A terrible holocaust has gwept the town. 2060 fam-:
Hes are homeless to-night, and most of them have los
their all, and are._witlout provisions or change o
clothing. The weather is bitter cold, and a strong
north-west gale 18 still blowing., kverything possible
for their immediate relief is belng done, but we
niust have help. Who will aid us, and give at
once? A relief committee, with John Cathers as
Treasurer, has been appointed, ana will racelve all
coptributions of supplies, clothing, or money a
generous public may be charatablo enough to send.

InJd. WiLILIAMS, Chief Burgess.
J. J. POWELL, President Councll.
JOHN CARDIN, Secrotary. and others,
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