THE MOLLY MAGUIRES.
ARCHBISHOP WOOD'S LETTER OF EXCOMMU-

NICATION.

The letter of the Roman Catholic Archbishop
of Philadelphia, formally excommumcating the
“Molly Maguires,” otherwise knogn as the Ancient
QOrder of Hihernians. reads thus .

James Frederick, by the grace of God and the favor
ui’ the Apostolic See, Archibishop of Philadel.
Pia.

o the venerable Olergy and the beloved FPeople of
the Laity. QGrecting. I’eace and Ienediction.

For every one wio doeth evil hateth the light, and
conteth not to the light, that his works may not be re-

proved.—S8t. John, iil., 20,

It is a fact too well known to need dany proof at
this day that the Catbolic Chnrch, through the rev-
erend head, the sovereign Pontiff, has again and
azain condemned and censured all secret societies,
proporly so-called, ag dangeroua to civil socievy and
injurious to the interests of religion, that she has
warned her children to beware of permitting them.
selves to be induced by the prospect of any real or
imaginary advantago to enter such societies; that
8he hasg, by tae threat of excommunication to bein-
curred ipso fucto, siriven to prevent their associat.
ing themeselves with them, aud that' by the jntliction
of the soverest ecclesiagtical censures on thuss who
have allowed themselves to beassociated, she bas en-
deavored to withdraw them from theso influences,
which, enlightened by the Spirit of God and
the nad admonitions of past experience, she knows
1o bo fatal to sound faith, Christian piety, and good
morals. As wo koow from most reliable sources,
aidd, indeed, of our own personal knowledgo, that
most insidwous cflorts have been made and ave being
made in many parts of our diocese, and probably
througzhout the whole country, to bimd and decoive
the taithful and to entangle them in the meshes and
shackles of those unlawtul and forvidden socicties,
it becomes our duty to call to the minds of our peo-
ple the action of the Chureh in this matter; to warn
them trom auny allinice with them, and earnestly to
exhort auy who may havoe violated the prohilntion
¢t the Church to leave these evil asgsciations, and by
a gpeedy and sincere penanco to seek reconciliation
with the Churen, To suy nothing about the Masons,
Odd Fellows, Sons of ‘Lemperance, &c., about whose
condemunation no doubt can exist, theso socictios aro
known as the National Brotherheod, lately cgon-
demned by the Bishops of Ireland, tho Fenian Broth.
ethood, whose effurts to aguregate numbers to their
association in this esuntry are nnscreapulous and un-
ceasing, and the Mollie Maguires, otherwiso the Ane.
cient Order of ITiberniang, or the Buckshoty and va-
rious others whoso spiric is equally objcctionable
and whose names seem to Lo selected rathor to con-
ceal than to dicate the object of 1herr association.
We sdmonish all our reverend clergy affectionately
tomstruct and warn their flocks, calling to their
miuds the apint of docility aud obediencoe which
should animate them, and tho holy alacnty with
which they suould labor to contorm themsslves 1 ald
thingsto the commoands and desires of the Chiurch,and
Lo avoul; with the most scrupulous eare, all (hat sho
disapproves and condening; to place Lol 4 them,
oun the onoe hand, the reward, blessings whicel will fol-
low such a course, and, on the other hand, the true
charactor of the extrems ecclesiastical censure
which a contrary mode of action will precipitato
upon them. Tnus, by the united and harmonious
activn of Pastors and people, we shall neutralizo tho
bad influences which misguided, wiataken, and pom
verse men atiewmpt to foreo upon us, and preserve
our faith untainted, our piety active aud vigorous,
and our morals pure.

Su let vour light shine beforo men, that they may
gee your good worke, and glotify your Father who is

dn heaven.—sSt. Matthew, v., 16,

Aot the peace of God, which surpasseth all un.
derstanding, keep yvour hearts and nunds in Christ
Jesus,  Amen.—Philippians, iv., 1.

[JAMES FREDERICIS,
Archbishop of Philadelphia.

Father O'Connor, ot AMahanoy Plains, Ponn,, 1n
the neighborhood of the latest Molly Maguire out-
rages, read the foregving to his congrepation on
Sunday, and in the course of his remarks upon it
saitl : " Heretofore it bas been a matter of deep
avxiety to myself and other priests to save our
peonio from thoe danger of being inveizied nto
secred societies by wicked and designing men, and
@ great portion ol the trouble is caused by weak
men and weaker priests,  1In a great many instances
when excommmunication has  been broaght to
bear aguinst  any  secioty, the members of
that  society escapo  (or  imagine su) the
danger Dby changing thoe nawe g as  af
changing the name of an organization would mako
any chango in the men of whom it is composed. IL.ot
me tell vou that in this case a change of nameo will not
make the slivhtest difference whatover. Molly Ma-
guires, lhbervians, Bucksnoty, or whatever olse
they may chooss to cali themselves, they are ex.
compumeated,  Societies which at one time mighg
have been worthy 1w theiv way can become degen.
craled by the admission uf wicked men, who, gain-
iy control, use them to further their own base
erds, Sometimes when I thank of the conduet ot

visitmen 1 feel ashamed 1o think that 1am one.
A very short times ago the New-York papera vavo an
account of a mun pamed Delaney, who killed a
Captain.  Tho tellow cumposed a rigmarole of a
sony, which was nothing but a beast of the murder
he had committed, and still he was an Irnshiman and
a Cathehe. Look at the New-York and the Pntiadel.
phia papers, and noto the number of murders com.
mitted by Liishmen, Why in New-York alone 1feel
certain that murder is done almost overy day by the
Irigh, aud you wiil aleo flnd that priests aro ottencer
dispensing thoe consolilion ok religion upoin the
seatfold than the ministers of any other form of
religion, Bad men ave a terror anywhore, but now
they are particnlarly so in the eoal region,  Beware
of the Mollie Maguires. If you have a brother
among them pray for his ropentance, but bave noth.
my turther to do with him, and rememboer that he
18 cut ot from the Church. What a record Irishmen
are making for themselves here! Theso men 1 tell
you, are the scum of their kind; thay are not
American citizens, but Liishmen, and a disgrace to
tho urme and to their country. 1t such a stato of
aifnirs continues, how do you expect to bring up
yvour children that they miay maks good citizens? I
toll you again, do not show sywpathy tor these
men, for thoy are cub off from ail connections with
the Churcb. Liet them tight their own battles, tor
vou have a conscience, and they have none, They
are scum and a disgrace to us as lrishmen and
American citizens.”
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